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January 2019 “Ghost Wall has subtlety, wit, and the force of a rock to the head: an instant classic.”
—Emma Donoghue, author of Room "A worthy match for 3 a.m. disquiet, a book that evoked

existential dread, but contained it, beautifully, like a shipwreck in a bottle.” —Margaret Talbot, The



New Yorker A taut, gripping tale of a young woman and an Iron Age reenactment trip that unearths
frightening behavior The light blinds you; there’s a lot you miss by gathering at the fireside. In the
north of England, far from the intrusions of cities but not far from civilization, Silvie and her family
are living as if they are ancient Britons, surviving by the tools and knowledge of the Iron Age. For
two weeks, the length of her father’s vacation, they join an anthropology course set to reenact life in
simpler times. They are surrounded by forests of birch and rowan; they make stew from foraged
roots and hunted rabbit. The students are fulfilling their coursework; Silvie’s father is fulfilling his
lifelong obsession. He has raised her on stories of early man, taken her to witness rare artifacts,
recounted time and again their rituals and beliefs—particularly their sacrifices to the bog. Mixing
with the students, Silvie begins to see, hear, and imagine another kind of life, one that might include
going to university, traveling beyond England, choosing her own clothes and food, speaking her
mind. The ancient Britons built ghost walls to ward off enemy invaders, rude barricades of stakes
topped with ancestral skulls. When the group builds one of their own, they find a spiritual
connection to the past. What comes next but human sacrifice? A story at once mythic and strikingly
timely, Sarah Moss’s Ghost Wall urges us to wonder how far we have come from the “primitive
minds” of our ancestors. THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER! "Secrets of the Sprakkar is a
fascinating window into what a more gender-equal world could look like, and why it's worth striving
for. Iceland is doing a lot to level the playing field: paid parental leave, affordable childcare, and
broad support for gender equality as a core value. Reid takes us on an exploration not only around
this fascinating island, but also through the triumphs and stumbles of a country as it journeys
towards gender equality." —Hillary Rodham Clinton Iceland is the best place on earth to be a
woman—but why? For the past twelve years, the World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap



Report has ranked Iceland number one on its list of countries closing the gap in equality between
men and women. What is it about Iceland that makes many women's experience there so positive?
Why has their society made such meaningful progress in this ongoing battle, from electing the
world's first female president to passing legislation specifically designed to help even the playing
field at work and at home? And how can we learn from what Icelanders have already discovered
about women's powerful place in society and how increased fairness benefits everyone? Eliza Reid,
the First Lady of Iceland, examines her adopted homeland's attitude toward women—the deep-
seated cultural sense of fairness, the influence of current and historical role models, and, crucially,
the areas where Iceland still has room for improvement. Reid's own experience as an immigrant
from small-town Canada who never expected to become a first lady is expertly interwoven with
interviews with dozens of sprakkar ("extraordinary women") to form the backbone of an illuminating
discussion of what it means to move through the world as a woman, and how the rules of society
play more of a role in who we view as "equal" than we may understand. Secrets of the Sprakkar is a
powerful and atmospheric portrait of a tiny country that could lead the way forward for us all. The
author of The Big Short describes the effect that the bubble of cheap credit readily available to
almost anyone between 2002 and 2008 had on countries beside the U.S., including Iceland, Greece
and Germany. 200,000 first printing. A wondrous story of adventure and friendship featuring a
group of women who ride Icelandic horses. "Blame it or praise it, there is no denying the wild horse
in us." - Virgina Woolf Each June, Tory Bilski meets up with fellow women travelers in Reykjavik
where they head to northern Iceland, near the Greenland Sea. They escape their ordinary lives to
live an extraordinary one at a horse farm perched at the edge of the world. If only for a short while.
When they first came to Thingeyar, these women were strangers to one another. The only thing they



had in common was their passion for Icelandic horses. However, over the years, their relationships
with each other deepens, growing older together and keeping each other young. Combining the self-
discovery of Eat, Pray, Love, the sense of place of Under the Tuscan Sun, and the danger of Wild,
Wild Horses of the Summer Sun revels in Tory's quest for the "wild" inside her. These women leave
behind the usual troubles at home: illnesses, aging parents, troubled teenagers, financial worries
and embrace their desire for adventure. Buoyed by their friendships with each other and their
growing attachments and bonds with the otherworldly horses they ride, the warmth of Thingeyrar's
midnight sun carries these women through the rest of the year's trials and travails. Filled with
adventure and fresh humor, as well as an incredible portrait of Iceland and its remarkable equines,
Wild Horses of the Summer Sun will enthrall and delight not just horse lovers, but those of us who
yearn for a little more wild in everyday life. Fourteen leading scholars explore the lives of seven of
the most famous Jewish lawyers in the history of international law. The Sunday Times top crime read
of the year. A journalist on the track of an old case attempts suicide. An ordinary couple return from
a house swap in the states to find their home in disarray and their guests seemingly missing. Four
strangers struggle to find shelter on a windswept spike of rock in the middle of a raging sea. They
have one thing in common: they all lied. And someone is determined to punish them... WHY DID YOU
LIE is a terrifying tale of long-delayed retribution from Iceland's Queen of Suspense. Taut and
terrifying, Snowblind is a startling debut from Ragnar Jonasson, an extraordinary new talent. Where:
An isolated fishing village in the fjords of northern Iceland, where no one locks their doors. Who: Ari
Thor is a rookie policeman on his first posting, far from his girlfriend in Reykjavik. What: A young
woman is found lying half naked in the snow, bleeding and unconscious, and a highly esteemed
elderly writer falls to his death. Ari is dragged straight into the heart of a community where he can



trust no one, and secrets and lies are a way of life. *BONUS CONTENT: This edition of Snowblind
includes a new introduction from the author and a discussion guide After more than 20 years away,
Alda Sigmundsdottir returned to her native Iceland as a foreigner. With a native person's insight yet
an outsider's perspective, Alda quickly set about dissecting the national psyche of the Icelanders.
This second edition, from 2018, contains new and updated chapters from the original edition,
reflecting the changes in Icelandic society and among the Icelandic people since the book was first
published in 2012. Among the fascinating subjects broached in The Little Book of the Icelanders: ¢
The appalling driving habits of the Icelanders « Naming conventions and customs ¢ The Icelanders’
profound fear of commitment ¢ The Icelanders’ irreverence * Why Icelandic women are really men ¢
How the Icelanders manage to make social interactions really complicated * The importance of the
family in Icelandic society * Where to go to meet the real Icelanders (and possibly score some free
financial advice) * Rituals associated with the most important life events (weddings, confirmations,
graduations, and deaths) ... and many more. One chapter leads to the next, creating a continuous
chain of storytelling. It feels as if you're sitting in the author’s kitchen, enjoying a cup of coffee and
conversing with her about the quirks of her countrymen, every now and then bursting out laughing.
[...] I'm going to heartily recommend The Little Book of the Icelanders, both to fans of
Sigmundsdéttir’s blog and those unfamiliar with her work. - Iceland Review Online There aren’t
many books I'd recommend reading over morning coffee but The Little Book of the Icelanders is one
of them. [...] I laughed at the essays in this book, not because I was laughing at Icelanders but
because I recognize much of the behavior in myself and members of my family. It felt good. It’s not
just the sanest, most impressive characteristics that we pass on and share but also some of the
zaniest. As I read this book, I frequently thought, yup, I'm definitely part Icelandic. - Logberg-



Heimskringla, Canada Excerpt "Even though they live on the edge of the inhabitable world with
engulfing darkness for several months of the year, the Icelanders continue to score among the most
optimistic people in the world. Is it the fish? The fresh air? The cod liver oil? Natural selection? The
copious amounts of anti-depressants they consume? Nobody really knows. However, one thing is
sure: this character trait serves Icelanders well and has helped the nation cope with innumerable
shocks, from volcanic eruptions to famines, to a massive economic crisis. Whatever happens, you can
be sure that the Icelanders will seek the silver lining and soldier on, firmly believing that things will
soon get better. Indeed it is fascinating to observe how the Icelanders deal with trauma at a national
level. Their initial reaction always seems to be to bond together. People who on regular days will
bicker and quarrel amongst themselves, suddenly become enormously supportive of each other. I've
seen this happen in the aftermath of disasters such as snow avalanches and volcanic eruptions, or
tragedies that capture the nation’s attention. Take, for example, the economic meltdown of 2008,
which for the Icelanders was one of the most catastrophic events in recent history. Many people
feared an onslaught of suicides in the wake of all the bankruptcies that ensued. Yet it turned out that
the number of suicides actually declined. According to the Directorate of Health, it was because the
nation had bonded together, and people were closer and more supportive of each other than they
had been in a very long time. In other words, the optimism is probably a long-term survival strategy.
After all, through the centuries of hardship and geographical isolation that the Icelandic nation has
endured, defeat was not an option - it was stand together, fight together, or die." In 1974, two men
vanished without a trace under suspicious circumstances, shocking the people of Iceland, where
serious crime is almost nonexistent. More than a year later, there seemed to be a breakthrough
when a small-time crook named Erla Bolladottir described a dream to police that they interpreted as



a sign of trauma related to the men's disappearance. After lengthy interrogations, investigations,
and courtroom dramas, Erla and five acquaintances confessed to killing both men and were given
prison sentences ranging from three years to life. But over the years, the case against the convicted
six began to disintegrate, and one major question remained unanswered: Why had they all confessed
to murder if they hadn't done it? Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid
life the story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal murder of her former master, is sent to an
isolated farm to await execution. Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid
life the story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal murder of her former master, is sent to an
isolated farm to await execution. Horrified at the prospect of housing a convicted murderer, the
family at first avoids Agnes. Only Tv=ti, a priest Agnes has mysteriously chosen to be her spiritual
guardian, seeks to understand her. But as Agnes's death looms, the farmer's wife and their
daughters learn there is another side to the sensational story they've heard. Riveting and rich with
lyricism, Burial Rites evokes a dramatic existence in a distant time and place, and asks the question,
how can one woman hope to endure when her life depends upon the stories told by others? A BEST
BOOK OF JANUARY: O Magazine A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR in the UK: The Guardian, The Times
“[Moss] writes beautifully about... souls in tumult, about people whose lives have not turned out the
way they’d hoped. . .There’s little doubt, reading Moss, that you're in the hands of a sophisticated
and gifted writer." —Dwight Garner, The New York Times The acclaimed author of Ghost Wall offers
a new, devastating, masterful novel of subtle menace They rarely speak to each other, but they take
notice—watching from the safety of their cabins, peering into the half-lit drizzle of a Scottish
summer day, making judgments from what little they know of their temporary neighbors. On the
longest day of the year, the hours pass nearly imperceptibly as twelve people go from being



strangers to bystanders to allies, their attention forced into action as tragedy sneaks into their lives.
At daylight, a mother races up the mountain, fleeing into her precious dose of solitude. A retired
man studies her return as he reminisces about the park’s better days. A young woman wonders
about his politics as she sees him head for a drive with his wife, and tries to find a moment away
from her attentive boyfriend. A teenage boy escapes the scrutiny of his family, braving the dark
waters of the loch in a kayak. This cascade of perspective shows each wrapped up in personal
concerns, unknown to each other, as they begin to notice one particular family that doesn’t seem to
belong. Tensions rise, until nightfall brings an irrevocable turn. From Sarah Moss, the acclaimed
author of Ghost Wall—a “riveting” (Alison Hagy, The New York Times Book Review) “sharp tale of
suspense” (Margaret Tablot, The New Yorker), Summerwater is a searing exploration of our capacity
for kinship and cruelty, and a gorgeous evocation of the natural world that bears eternal witness.
“Filled with charming illustrations, this delightful book about Iceland’s 265 museums is as quirky
and mesmerizing as the country’s dreamscape itself.” —Forbes Mythic creatures, natural wonders,
and the mysterious human impulse to collect are on beguiling display in this poetic tribute to the
museums of an otherworldly island nation, for readers of Atlas Obscura and fans of the Mutter
Museum, the Morbid Anatomy Museum, and the Museum of Jurassic Technology. Iceland is home to
only 330,000 people (roughly the population of Lexington, Kentucky) but more than 265 museums
and public collections. They range from the intensely physical, like the Icelandic Phallological
Museum, which collects the penises of every mammal known to exist in Iceland, to the vaporously
metaphysical, like the Museum of Icelandic Sorcery and Witchcraft, which poses a particularly
Icelandic problem: How to display what can't be seen? In The Museum of Whales You Will Never
See, A. Kendra Greene is our wise and whimsical guide through this cabinet of curiosities, showing



us, in dreamlike anecdotes and more than thirty charming illustrations, how a seemingly random
assortment of objects--a stuffed whooper swan, a rubber boot, a shard of obsidian, a chastity belt for
rams--can map a people's past and future, their fears and obsessions. "The world is chockablock with
untold wonders," she writes, "there for the taking, ready to be uncovered at any moment, if only we
keep our eyes open." From the Nobel Prize-winning Icelandic author, a magnificent, epic
novel—"funny, clever, sardonic and brilliant" (Annie Proulx)—at last available to contemporary
American readers. Set in the early twentieth century, Independent People recalls both Iceland's
medieval epics and such classics as Sigrid Undset's Kristin Lavransdatter. If Bjartur of
Summerhouses, the book's protagonist, is an ordinary sheep farmer, his flinty determination to
achieve independence is genuinely heroic and, at the same time, terrifying and bleakly comic.
Having spent eighteen years in humiliating servitude, Bjartur wants nothing more than to raise his
flocks unbeholden to any man. But Bjartur's spirited daughter wants to live unbeholden to him. What
ensues is a battle of wills that is by turns harsh and touching, elemental in its emotional intensity
and intimate in its homely detail. Vast in scope and deeply rewarding, Independent People is a
masterpiece. Explores how medieval towns and cities received newcomers, and the process by which
these 'strangers' became 'neighbours' between 1000 and 1500. A memoir of a family’s year living in
Reykjavik that “captures the fierce beauty of the Arctic landscape” (Booklist). Sarah Moss had a
childhood dream of moving to Iceland, sustained by a wild summer there when she was nineteen. In
2009, she saw an advertisement for a job at the University of Iceland and applied on a whim, despite
having two young children and a comfortable life in Kent, England. The resulting adventure was
shaped by Iceland’s economic collapse, which halved the value of her salary; by the eruption of the
volcano Eyjafjallajokull; and by a collection of new friends, including a poet who saw the only bombs



fall on Iceland in 1943; a woman who speaks to elves; and a chef who guided Sarah’s family around
the intricacies of Icelandic cuisine. Moss explored hillsides of boiling mud and volcanic craters and
learned to drive like an Icelander on the unsurfaced roads that link remote farms and fishing villages
in the far north. She watched the northern lights and the comings and goings of migratory birds, and
as the weeks and months went by, she and her family learned new ways to live. Names for the Sea is
her compelling and very funny account of living in a country poised on the edge of Europe, where
modernization clashes with living folklore. “Beautifully written . . . A stranger in a strange land,
Moss grapples with new foods, customs and landscapes that are both oddly familiar and wildly alien
in this absorbing memoir.” —Financial Times Hlynur Bjorn is an Icelandic slacker who spends his
time on the Internet, watching daytime television and generally gawping at girls in pubs. Imagine his
surprise when his mum comes out as a lesbian and her Spanish girlfriend moves into the family
home. A haunting and compelling historical novel, The Sea Road is an ambitious retelling of the
Viking exploration of the North Atlantic from the view-point of one extraordinary woman, as
transcribed by an Icelandic monk commissioned to write her life story by his superiors in Rome.
Gudrid lives at the remote edge of the known world, in a starkly beautiful landscape where the sea is
the only connection to the shores beyond. It is a world where the old Norse gods are still invoked,
even as Christianity gains favor, where the spirits of the dead roam the vast northern ice fields,
tormenting the living, and Viking explorers plunder foreign shores. Taking the accidental discovery
of North America as its focal point, Gudrid's narrative describes a multilayered voyage into the
unknown, all recounted with astonishing immediacy and rich atmospheric detail. This book contains
the products of work carried out over four decades of research in Italy, France, and the United
States, and in the intellectual territory between social movements, comparative politics, and



historical sociology. Using a variety of methods ranging from statistical analysis to historical case
studies to linguistic analysis, the book centers on historical catalogs of protest events and cycles of
collective action. Sidney Tarrow places social movements in the broader arena of contentious
politics, in relation to states, political parties, and other actors. From peasants and communists in
1960s Italy, to movements and politics in contemporary western polities, to the global justice
movement in the new century, the book argues that contentious actors are neither outside of nor
completely within politics, but rather they occupy the uncertain territory between total opposition
and integration into policy. The 2008 financial crisis was among the worst in history, yet
nevertheless offers invaluable lessons. Recorded as the third largest bankruptcy in history, it caused
Iceland to experience an instant collapse. Iceland defied the rules of finance; no bailout was
attempted, capital movements were restricted, bankers jailed, and creditors fought. Amazingly,
although Iceland was hit hardest, it recovered fastest. In The Combat Zone of Finance is an insider's
account told through anecdotes, dialogues and personal stories. The author, Svein Harald Oygard,
was offered the job of Central Bank Governor of Iceland just as the crisis struck. He saw how
institutions and leaders behaved from inside the system in its deepest crisis. Some made billions;
others got burned. Their behaviour, strengths and weaknesses were revealed as in no other country.
Oygard analyses these events in the context of financial risks facing the world in 2020; knowledge of
which is becoming increasingly relevant. -- THE NAIL-BITING NEW STORY FROM THE MILLION
COPY BESTSELLING AUTHOR "Is this the best crime writer in the world today? If you're looking for
a mystery to get lost in during lockdown..." —The Times, UK "A world-class crime writer...One of the
most astonishing plots of modern crime fiction" —Sunday Times, UK "It is nothing less than a
landmark in modern crime fiction." —The Times, UK From Ragnar Jonasson, the award-winning



author of the international bestselling Ari Thér series, The Girl Who Died is a standalone thriller
about a young woman seeking a new start in a secluded village where a small community is
desperate to protect its secrets. Teacher Wanted At the Edge of the World Una wants nothing more
than to teach, but she has been unable to secure steady employment in Reykjavik. Her savings are
depleted, her love life is nonexistent, and she cannot face another winter staring at the four walls of
her shabby apartment. Celebrating Christmas and ringing in 1986 in the remote fishing hamlet of
Skalar seems like a small price to pay for a chance to earn some teaching credentials and get her life
back on track. But Skalar isn’t just one of Iceland’s most isolated villages, it is home to just ten
people. Una’s only students are two girls aged seven and nine. Teaching them only occupies so many
hours in a day and the few adults she interacts with are civil but distant. She only seems to connect
with Thér, a man she shares an attraction with but who is determined to keep her at arm’s length.
As darkness descends throughout the bleak winter, Una finds herself more often than not in her
rented attic space—the site of a local legendary haunting—drinking her loneliness away. She is
plagued by nightmares of a little girl in a white dress singing a lullaby. And when a sudden tragedy
echoes an event long buried in Skalar’s past, the villagers become even more guarded, leaving a
suspicious Una seeking to uncover a shocking truth that’s been kept secret for generations. An
ancient saga. A modern legend. A secret worth killing for. Amid Iceland's wild, volcanic landscape,
rumors swirl of an ancient manuscript inscribed with a long-lost saga about a ring of terrible power.
A rediscovered saga alone would be worth a fortune, but, if the rumors can be believed, there is
something much more valuable about this one. Something worth killing for. Something that will cost
Professor Agnar Haraldsson his life. Untangling murder from myth is Iceland-born, Boston-raised
detective Magnus Jonson. On loan to the Icelandic Police Force for his own protection after a



Massachusetts drug cartel puts a bounty on his head, Magnus is eager work the Haraldsson case, a
rare lethal crime for the island nation. But his unorthodox investigative technique soon gets him into
trouble with his more traditional superiors, intensifying his mixed feelings about returning to his
native country—a place of tangled family loyalties haunted by his father's unsolved murder—after
nearly two decades. And as Magnus is about to discover, the past casts a long shadow in Iceland.
Binding Iceland's landscape and history, secrets and superstitions in a strikingly original plot in the
tradition of Arnaldur Indridason and Henning Mankell, Where the Shadows Lie is a heart-pounding
new series from an established master. When a woman's body is discovered at a lighthouse in the
Icelandic town of Akranes, investigators discover shocking secrets in her past. First in the
disturbing, chillingly atmospheric, addictive new Forbidden Iceland series. **WINNER OF THE CWA
JOHN CREASEY NEW BLOOD DAGGER** **WINNER of the Storytel Award for Best Crime Novel
2020** »*WINNER of the Blackbird Award for Best Icelandic Crime Novel** *SHORTLISTED for the
Amazon Publishing Readers Award for Best Independent Voice** *SHORTLISTED for the Amazon
Publishing Readers Award for Best Debut Novel** **LONGLISTED for the CWA New Blood Dagger**
'Eva BjOrg ZEgisdOttir's accomplished first novel is not only a full-fat mystery, but also a chilling
demonstration of how monsters are made' The Times 'Fans of Nordic Noir will love this moving
debut from Icelander Eva BjOrg EgisdOttir's. It's subtle, nuanced, with a sympathetic central
character and the possibilities of great stories to come' Ann Cleeves 'An exciting and harrowing tale
from one of Iceland's rising stars' Ragnar JOnasson When a body of a woman is
discovered at a lighthouse in the Icelandic town of Akranes, it soon becomes clear that she's no
stranger to the area. Chief Investigating Officer Elma, who has returned to Akranes following a
failed relationship, and her collegues SZvar and HOrdur, commence an uneasy investigation, which




uncovers a shocking secret in the dead woman's past that continues to reverberate in the present
day ... But as Elma and her team make a series of discoveries, they bring to light a host of long-
hidden crimes that shake the entire community. Sifting through the rubble of the townspeople's
shattered memories, they have to dodge increasingly serious threats, and find justice ... before it's
too late. For fans of Yrsa Sigurdardottir, Ruth Rendell, P D James, Sarah Hilary and Camilla
Lackberg 'Elma leaves Reykjavik CID for a job with the police in her hometown of
Akranes, deeming it "every bit as quiet as it appeared to be" — until the discovery of a murdered
woman starts to unravel a thread of long-buried crimes hidden deep in the community. Elma is a
fantastic heroine' Sunday Times 'We're used to Icelandic writers lowering the temperature — in
more ways than one — and ZgisdOttir proves to be adept at this chilly art as any of her confrEres
(and consoeurs). Elma is a memorably complex character, and Victoria Cribb's translation is (as
usual) non-pareil' Financial Times 'A deserted lighthouse and a murdered woman set the scene for
this haunting and compelling mystery where the dark secrets of a small town are shockingly
exposed. As chilling and atmospheric as an Icelandic winter' Lisa Gray, author of Thin Air 'The
setting in Iceland is fascinating, the descriptions creating a vivid picture of the reality of living in a
small town. The Creak on the Stairs is a captivating tale with plenty of tension and a plot to really
get your teeth into' LoveReading 'At each stage, ZgisdOttir is not giving us information but asking
things of us. She's getting us to think through the implications: what if it's him, what if it's her, what
would it mean? We're involved, we've got skin in the game and we can't ask for more as readers'
CafE Thinking At the height of the financial crisis in 2009, Sarah Moss and her husband moved with
their two small children to Iceland. From their makeshift home among the half-finished skyscrapers
of Reykjavik, Moss travels to hillsides of boiling mud and volcanic craters, and the remote farms and




fishing villages of the far north. She watches the northern lights and the comings and goings of
migratory birds, and as the weeks and months go by, she and her family find new ways to live. From
one of the most significant contemporary Japanese writers, a haunting, dazzling novel of loss and
rebirth “Yuko Tsushima is one of the most important Japanese writers of her generation.” —Foumiko
Kometani, The New York Times I was puzzled by how I had changed. But I could no longer go back .
.. It is spring. A young woman, left by her husband, starts a new life in a Tokyo apartment. Territory
of Light follows her over the course of a year, as she struggles to bring up her two-year-old daughter
alone. Her new home is filled with light streaming through the windows, so bright she has to squint,
but she finds herself plummeting deeper into darkness, becoming unstable, untethered. As the
months come and go and the seasons turn, she must confront what she has lost and what she will
become. At once tender and lacerating, luminous and unsettling, Yuko Tsushima’s Territory of Light
is a novel of abandonment, desire, and transformation. It was originally published in twelve parts in
the Japanese literary monthly Gunzo, between 1978 and 1979, each chapter marking the months in
real time. It won the inaugural Noma Literary Prize. The final nail-biting installment in Ragnar
Jonasson's critically-acclaimed Hidden Iceland series, The Mist, from the newest superstar on the
Icelandic crime fiction scene. 1987. An isolated farm house in the east of Iceland. The snowstorm
should have shut everybody out. But it didn't. The couple should never have let him in. But they did.
An unexpected guest, a liar, a killer. Not all will survive the night. And Detective Hulda will be
haunted forever. The Fish Can Sing is one of Nobel Prize winner Halldér Laxness’s most beloved
novels, a poignant coming-of-age tale marked with his peculiar blend of light irony and dark humor.
The orphan Alfgrimur has spent an idyllic childhood sheltered in the simple turf cottage of a
generous and eccentric elderly couple. Alfgrimur dreams only of becoming a fisherman like his



adoptive grandfather, until he meets Iceland's biggest celebrity. The opera singer Gardar Holm'’s
international fame is a source of tremendous pride to tiny, insecure Iceland, though no one there has
ever heard him sing. A mysterious man who mostly avoids his homeland and repeatedly fails to
perform for his adoring countrymen, Gardar takes a particular interest in Alfgrimur’s budding
musical talent and urges him to seek out the world beyond the one he knows and loves. But as
Alfgrimur discovers that Gardar is not what he seems, he begins to confront the challenge of finding
his own path without turning his back on where he came from. A hypnotic historical fantasy with
gorgeous and unusual literary prose, from the captivating author of The Fourth Island. Everyone
knows of the horses of Iceland, wild, and small, and free, but few have heard their story. Sarah
Tolmie’s All the Horses of Iceland weaves their mystical origin into a saga for the modern age. Filled
with the magic and darkened whispers of a people on the cusp of major cultural change, All the
Horses of Iceland tells the tale of a Norse trader, his travels through Central Asia, and the ghostly
magic that followed him home to the land of fire, stone, and ice. His search for riches will take him
from Helmgard, through Khazaria, to the steppes of Mongolia, where he will barter for horses and
return with much, much more. All the Horses of Iceland is a delve into the secret, imagined history
of Iceland's unusual horses, brought to life by an expert storyteller. At the Publisher's request, this
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied. "Back in Reykjavik
after a vacation in London, Emil Halldorsson is waiting for a call from a beautiful girl, Greta, that he
met on the plane ride home, and he's just put on a pot of coffee when an unexpected visitor knocks
on the door. Peeking through a window, Emil spies an erstwhile friend - Havard Knutsson, his one-
time roommate and current resident of a Swedish mental institution - on his doorstep, and he panics,
taking refuge under his bed and hoping the frightful nuisance will simply go away." "Havard won't



be so easily put off, however, and he breaks into Emil's apartment and decides to wait for his return
- Emil couldn't have gone far; the pot of coffee is still warming on the stove. While Emil hides under
his bed, increasingly unable to show himself with each passing moment, Havard discovers the booze,
and he ends up hosting a bizarre party for Emil's friends, and Greta." "An alternately dark and
hilarious story of cowardice, comeuppance, and assumed identity, the breezy and straightforward
style of The Pets belies its narrative depth, and disguises a complexity that grows with every page."--
BOOK JACKET. With three million copies of his books sold worldwide, "world-class crime writer"(The
Sunday Times, UK) Ragnar Jénasson brings us a chilling new standalone thriller with Outside. Four
friends. One night. Not everyone will come out alive . . . When a deadly snowstorm strikes the
Icelandic highlands, four friends seek shelter in a small, abandoned hunting lodge. It is in the middle
of nowhere and there's no way of communicating with the outside world. They are isolated, but they
are not alone . . . As the night darkens, and fears intensify, an old tragedy gradually surfaces - one
that forever changed the course of their friendship. Those dark memories could hold the key to the
mystery the friends now find themselves in. And whether they will survive until morning . . . Nobel
laureate Halldér Laxness’s Under the Glacier is a one-of-a-kind masterpiece, a wryly provocative
novel at once earthy and otherworldly. At its outset, the Bishop of Iceland dispatches a young
emissary to investigate certain charges against the pastor at Sneefells Glacier, who, among other
things, appears to have given up burying the dead. But once he arrives, the emissary finds that this
dereliction counts only as a mild eccentricity in a community that regards itself as the center of the
world and where Creation itself is a work in progress. What is the emissary to make, for example, of
the boarded-up church? What about the mysterious building that has sprung up alongside it? Or the
fact that Pastor Primus spends most of his time shoeing horses? Or that his wife, Ua (pronounced



“ooh-a,” which is what men invariably sputter upon seeing her), is rumored never to have bathed,
eaten, or slept? Piling improbability on top of improbability, Under the Glacier overflows with
comedy both wild and deadpan as it conjures a phantasmagoria as beguiling as it is profound. This
title shows how a reconception of family and kinship underlies the revolutionary experiments of the
modernist novel. While stories of marriage and long-lost relatives were a mainstay of classic
Victorian fiction, the book suggests that rival countercurrents within these family plots set the stage
for the formal innovations of Joyce and Proust. By investigating how the question of family is a
hidden key to modernist structure and style, the book explores the formal narrative potential of
queerness and in doing so rewrites the history of the modern novel. One ordinary spring morning in
Reykjavik, Iceland, Thordis Elva kisses her son and partner goodbye before boarding a plane to do a
remarkable thing: fly seven thousand miles to South Africa to confront the man who raped her when
she was just sixteen. Meanwhile, in Sydney, Australia, Tom Stranger nervously embarks on an
equally life-changing journey to meet Thordis, wondering whether he is worthy of this milestone.
After exchanging hundreds of searingly honest emails over eight years, Thordis and Tom decided it
was time to speak face to face. Coming from opposite sides of the globe, they meet in the middle, in
Cape Town, South Africa, a country that is no stranger to violence and the healing power of
forgiveness. South of Forgiveness is an unprecedented collaboration between a survivor and a
perpetrator, each equally committed to exploring the darkest moment of their lives. It is a true story
about being bent but not broken, facing fear with courage, and finding hope even in the most
wounded of places. Personable, accessible, and compelling, South of Forgiveness is an intense and
refreshing look at a gendered violence, rape culture, personal responsibility, and the effect that
patriarchal cultures have on both men and women. Born in Massachusetts, Jared Bibler relocated to



Iceland in 2004 only to find himself in the middle of an unprecedented financial crisis a handful of
years later. Personally wiped out and seeking to uncover the truth about a collapse that brought the
pastoral country to its knees, he became the lead investigator into some of the largest financial
crimes in the world. This work helped Iceland to famously become the only country to jail its bank
CEOs in the wake of the 2008 crisis. But the real story behind that headline is far more complex —
and sinister. A decade after the investigations, the story can be told at last and in full. The crisis,
barely understood inside or outside of Iceland even today, is a cautionary tale for the world: an
inside look at the high crimes that inevitably follow Wild West capitalism. With the next global
financial meltdown just around the corner, this untold tale is as timely as ever. If you had to choose a
new location for a crime series, where would you look? Michael Ridpath had to do just that. He
chose Iceland, a country of fjords, glaciers and volcanoes, of long, manic summer days and long,
sinister winter evenings, a place where everyone is on Facebook and everyone's grandmother has
spoken to an elf. This is his account of researching the country: the breathtaking landscape, its
vigorous if occasionally odd people, the great heroes and heroines of its sagas, and (of course) those
troublesome elves; with a little bit thrown in about how to put together a good detective story.
Entertaining and informative, it's a guide to Iceland for the visitor, and a guide to crime writing for
the reader. “A slim, tense page-turner . . . I gulped The Fell down in one sitting.” —Emma Donoghue,
author of The Pull of the Stars From the award-winning author of Ghost Wall and Summerwater,
Sarah Moss's The Fell is a riveting novel of mutual responsibility, personal freedom, and the ever-
nearness of disaster. At dusk on a November evening, a woman slips through her garden gate and
turns up the hill. Kate is in the middle of a two-week mandatory quarantine period, a true lockdown,
but she can’t take it anymore—the closeness of the air in her small house, the confinement. And



anyway, the moor will be deserted at this time. Nobody need ever know she’s stepped out. Kate
planned only a quick walk—a stretch of the legs, a breath of fresh air—on paths she knows too well.
But somehow she falls. Injured, unable to move, she sees that her short, furtive stroll will become a
mountain rescue operation, maybe even a missing person case. Sarah Moss’s The Fell is a story of
mutual responsibility, personal freedom, and compassion. Suspenseful, witty, and wise, it asks
probing questions about how close so many live to the edge and about who we are in the world, who
we are to our neighbors, and who we become when the world demands we shut ourselves away.
Spanning eras, continents, and genres, CoDex 1962—twenty years in the making—is Sjén’s epic
three-part masterpiece Over the course of four dazzling novels translated into dozens of languages,
Sjon has earned a global reputation as one of the world’s most interesting writers. But what the
world has never been able to read is his great trilogy of novels, known collectively as CoDex
1962—now finally complete. Josef Lowe, the narrator, was born in 1962—the same year, the same
moment even, as Sjon. Josef’s story, however, stretches back decades in the form of Leo Lowe—a
Jewish fugitive during World War II who has an affair with a maid in a German inn; together, they
form a baby from a piece of clay. If the first volume is a love story, the second is a crime story: Lowe
arrives in Iceland with the clay-baby inside a hatbox, only to be embroiled in a murder mystery—but
by the end of the volume, his clay son has come to life. And in the final volume, set in present-day
Reykjavik, Josef’s story becomes science fiction as he crosses paths with the outlandish CEO of a
biotech company (based closely on reality) who brings the story of genetics and genesis full circle.
But the future, according to Sjon, is not so dark as it seems. In CoDex 1962, Sjén has woven ancient
and modern material and folklore and cosmic myths into a singular masterpiece—encompassing
genre fiction, theology, expressionist film, comic strips, fortean studies, genetics, and, of course, the



rich tradition of Icelandic storytelling. Named a BEST BOOK by People Magazine, Boston Globe,
BookBub, PopSugar, CrimeReads and more. “Brilliant.... A well-crafted psychological thriller.” —The
New York Times Book Review When former journalist Rain Winter was twelve years old, she
narrowly escaped an abduction while walking to a friend’s house. The abductor was eventually found
and sent to prison, but years later was released. Then someone delivered real justice--and killed him
in cold blood. Now Rain is living the perfect suburban life, spending her days as a stay-at-home
mom. But when another criminal who escaped justice is found dead, Rain is unexpectedly drawn into
the case, forced to revisit memories she’s worked hard to leave behind. Is there a vigilante at work?
Who is the next target? Why can’t Rain just let it go? Introducing one of the most compelling and
original killers in crime fiction today, Lisa Unger takes readers deep inside the minds of both
perpetrator and victim, blurring the lines between right and wrong, crime and justice, and showing
that sometimes even good people are drawn to do evil things. Don't miss Lisa Unger's newest
thrilling and chilling novel, Last Girl Ghosted! "...Moving and poetic...The Greenhouse should be
read for the beauty of its descriptions, its original vision, and its complete lack of vulgarity, rare in a
contemporary novel." "The Literary Review Six young people meet on an archaeological dig in a
remote corner of Greenland. Excavating the unsettling remains of a Norse society under attack, they
also come to uncover their own demons, as it becomes apparent that a plague pandemic is sweeping
across the planet and communication with the outside world is breaking down. Increasingly unsure
whether their missives will ever reach their destination, each of the characters writes a letter to
someone close to them, trying to make sense of their situation and expressing their fears and
dwindling hope of ever getting back home ...
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